STANLEY, 

.January  27th ,  19051 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1904. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  district  is  coal-minins:,  all  other  trades  and  labour  are 
practically  dependent,  upon  it.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  the  latter  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  are,  as  it  were,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Urban  Council, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  former — the  preponderating  industry — matters  are  attended  to> 
by  special  Legislative  Acts  that  exclude  the  authority  of  the  Council  and  its  Medical 
Officer. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act ,  1991  • — The  chief  object  of  this 
Act  so  far  as  the  Council  are  concerned  is  the  provision  of  suitable  means  of  escape  in. 
case  of  fire,  and  the  sanitary  condition,  generally  of  Factories  and  Workshops  which  do' 
not  include  Coal-mining  as  already  stated.  In  compliance  with  the  Act,  all  known 
W  orkshops  have  been  visited,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  state  that  all  defects  found  were 
of  a  slight  character  and  at  once  received  the  necessary  attention.  In  the  case  of 

O  J 

brickworks  no  glazing  is  done  and  no  deleterious  material  is  used.  At  the  Gasworks 
increased  sanitary  accommodation  is  required,  and  is  being  attended  to.  The  Co-op¬ 
erative  Stores  are  the  chief  employers,  and  there  the  varied  works  consist  of  electric 
light,  shoe-making,  tailoring,  cabinet  making,  butchering,  baking,  and  dressmaking. 
In  all  the  departments  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being  carefully  carried  out. 
The  state  of  the  bakeries,  both  for  wholesale  and  retail  purposes,  throughout  the  dis¬ 
trict,  was  found  most  satisfactory.  The  same  favourable  conditions  apply  to  the 
slaughter-houses.  There  are  no  factories  giving  employment  lo  the  number  of  workers 
in  which  it  is  necessary  to  issue  Special  Certificates  as  to  fire  escapes. 

Water  and  Miik  Supply . — Excluding  half-a-dozen  small  blocks  of 
houses,  chiefly  agricultural,  that  derive  their  supply  of  water  from  wells  on  or  near 
their  premises,  the  whole  district  is  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  excellent  water  by 

the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company,  and  laid  inside  every  house.  The  water 
is  collected  on  the  fells  and  before  distribution  passes  through  filtering  material. 

There  are  three  purveyors  of  milk  who  can  be  considered  strictly  dealers,  i.e. — 

having  premises  in  which  milk  is  supplied  over  the  counter,  the  others,  to  the  number 

often,  are  also  cow-keepers,  and  distribute  the  mi’k  from  house  to  house.  Inspection 
of  the  Cowsheds  shewed  that  several  unimportant  alterations  and  improvements  were 

needed  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 
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Surveyor's  inspector's  departments. 


The  building  trade  has  been  exceedingly  active  during  the  past  year,  no  less 
than  388  dwelling-houses  were  erected,  which  gives  an  increase  to  the  population  of 
nearly  2,000  inhabitants.  The  houses  are  “  self-contained"  or  “  tenemented” ;  the 
former  contain  three  rooms  or  more,  the  latter  generally  have  three  rooms  above  and 
two  below,  with  the  yard  common  to  both.  Some,  however,  are  larger  with  divided 
yards.  The  out-ofiDes  are  model  earth-closets,  and  as  house  ashes  are  abundant,  they 
may  be  considered  sanitarily  good  structures.  Plans  are  submitted  for  approval  to 
your  Authority  before  any  building  action  is  taken,  and  Habitation  Certificates  are 
granted  before  the  houses  are  occupied. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts.  —  Twenty-four 
houses  were  erected  by  the  Council.  They  are  really  good  dwelling-houses,  consisting 
of  four  rooms  each  with  a  large  self-contained  yard,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  overcrowd¬ 
ed  by  any  single  family.  These  houses  will  doubtless  prove  of  great  service  when  the 
Council  is  compelled  to  seek  closing  orders  against  insanitary  houses. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  and  frequently  inspected,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  defective  and  insanitary  premises,  with  their  surroundings,  brought  to 
your  Authority's  notice.  It  may  be  stated  that  a  large  amount  of  damage,  causing 
serious  injury  to  property,  was  due  to  colliery  subsidences.  During  the  course  of  the 
year,  92  unsatisfactory  houses  were  brought  to  your  notice,  with  the  following  results, 
viz — 31  were  closed,  36  received  structural  and  other  repairs  to  bring  them  into 
habitable  condition,  21  are  undergoing  the  same  course  of  procedure,  and  4  are  left  for 
consideration  owing  to  divided  ownership. 

Notices  for  the  removal  of  petty  nuisances  were  given  in  202  cases,  and  of  this 
number  193  were  abated,  and  the  abatement  of  the  balance  is  on  the  way.  As  regards 
out-offices,  19  privy-middens  were  re-placed  bv  earth-closets,  and  30  of  various  forms 
were  put  into  good  order.  There  are  still  several  of  the  old  unpleasant  type  of  ashpit 
left  that  might  be  removed  to  the  comfort  of  those  living  near  to  them.  The  removal 
of  refuse  is  done  by  contract,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector,  and  usually  well 
done,  and  the  sites  for  deposit  create  no  nuisance.  The  inhabited  portion  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  its  full  complement  of  sewers,  but  additions  will  be  required  to  convey  the 
Sewage  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  now  being  constructed  near  West  Shield  Row. 
The  Works  referred  to  are  to  be  on  the  Continuous  Filtration  principle,  and  it  is 
necessary  that  the  beds  should  be  provided  with  good  material.  There  is,  however, 
a  scarcity  of  satisfactory  clinker  that  is  causing  some  delay,  but  better  the  delay  than 
spoilt  Works  by  introducing  inferior  material. 


The  Outfall  Works  at  South  Moor  are,  after  five  years  trial,  acting  satisfactorily, 
Miid  capable  of  treating,  with  satisfactory  results,  the  increase  of  sewage  recently 
added  by  the  large  increase  in  houses. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  list  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  the  year  gives  a  total  of 
218,  and  this  number  is  made  up  as  follows,  viz  : — 2  of  Smallpox,  58  of  Diphtheria, 
8  of  Erysipelas,  137  of  Scarlatina,  and  13  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  total  for  the  previous 
year  was  exactly  double,  reaching  altogether  to  436  cases.  The  difference  in  favour 
of  the  year  11)04  is  the  more  marked  when  the  increase  in  population  is  taken  into 
account. 

Smallpox.  The  initial  case  of  Smallpox  was  a  native,  and  probably  became 
infected  outside  the  district  ;  the  second  was  a  member  of  the  same  household,  and 
took  the  disease  a  fortnight  later.  Both  cases  were  promptly  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
and  all  precautionary  measures  were  stringently  carried  out. 

Diphtheria.  Half  of  the  cases  of  this  disease  were  transferred  to  the  Hospital, 
and  the  other  half  very  caret’ :lly  isolated.  Although  much  effort  has  been  made  to 
get  rid  of  it,  yet  it  continues  to  appear,  and  in  localities  where  least  expected. 

Erysipelas.  A  portion  of  the  “cases”  were  the  result  of  injury,  nevertheless 
not  one  case  appeared  to  follow  another  from  direct  contact. 

Scarlatina.  Although  Scarlatina  never  became  epidemic,  it  never  ceased  to 
appear  during  the  whole  year.  It  was  less  prevalent  and  milder  in  type  than  usual. 
Considering  the  mild  character  of  the  disease,  a  fair  proportion  were  admitted  into  the 
Hos/>  ital. 

EfTiterie  Fever.  There  are  usually  some  insanitary  conditions  said  to  be 
accountable  for  Typhoid  Fever,  but  nothing  has  come  under  observation  the  least 
likely  to  cause  an  outbreak.  If  a  visitor  to  an  infected  locality  imported  the  disease, 
any  of  the  patients  were  old  enough  to  pay  that  visit.  In  four  cases  there  was  evidence 
that  the  disease  was  acquired  by  paying  a  friendly  call. 

Jfon~ Notifiable  Jn/ecfious  ?)isease$. 

Measles.  There  was  an  invasion  of  Measles  ill  July,  and  again  in  October 
The  latter  outbreak  spread  quickly,  and  the  apparent  medium  for  causing  the  spread 
centred  in  the  half-way  school  at  Oxhill.  The  school  was  closed  for  a  short  period, 
and  the  epidemic  ceased  extending  and  quietly  ended. 
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Whooping  Cough  appeared  in  January,  and  cases  continually  cropped  up* 
during  the  following  two  months.  It  re-appeared  in  October  to  repeat  the  same  course. 

/ nfectious  Hospit af Si  Ample  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases  has  been  provided,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  its  advantages  are  not 

more  utilised.  In  the  case  of  Smallpox,  the  patient  is  at  once  removed  without  any 
objection  being  raised  ;  it  is  otherwise  with  those  suffering  from  Scarlatina,  etc.  The 
former  causes  a  certain  amount  of  dread,  the  latter  none  whatever.  The  great  pre¬ 
judice  that  at  first  existed  against  the  Hospitals  is  fast  passing  away. 

VITAL  STATISTICS . 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  G36,  giving  a  birth-rate 
of  37*4,  and  the  deaths  283,  giving  a  death-rate  of  16  6,  estimating  the  population  at 
17,000  at  the  end  of  June.  Both  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  lower  than  those  of 
the  previous  year.  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  (including  Diarrhoea)  amounted  to 
35,  being  9  below  those  for  the  year  1903,  and  equal  to  about  12  percent,  of  the  whole. 

Infantile  mortality  gave  a  high  proportion  ;  those  that  died  under  the  age  of  one  year 
were  109,  being  slightly  over  a  third  of  the  whole;  whilst,  if  53,  the  number  that 
occurred  between  one  and  five  years,  were  added,  the  result  would  show  that  more 
than  half  the  total  mortality  succoinbed  before  reaching  the  end  of  their  fifth  year. 

The  position  that  mothers  occupy  in  colliery  districts  should  be  favourable  to  the 
rearing  of  children,  as  they  are  not  employed  in  manual  labour  outside  their  domestic 
duties,  yet  the  mortality  is  most  serious.  Infectious  Diseases  play  a  small 
part;  of  the  109  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year,  only  10  were  due  to  preventable 
diseases,  so  called.  In  my  opinion,  “  Constitutional  Disease"  is  the  most  prominent 
factor  in  the  mortality  amongst  infants. 


The  following  table  gives  the  various  percentages  in  comparison  with  those  for 
the  County  : — 


County. 

Stanley  Urban. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

35-6 

37.4 

Death-rate  „ 

18-3 

16-5 

Zymotic  death. rate  per  1,000 

2-59 

2-0 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

162-0 

171*5 

Small-pox  per  1,000 

0-03 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever  „ 

116 

0'13 

Diphtheria  &  Croup  „ 

0-29 

0  35 

Fever,  Enteric,  etc.  „ 

0-15 

0-06 

Measles  „ 

0-55 

0-03 

Whooping  Cough  ,, 

043 

07 

Diarrhoea  ,, 

0-95 

0-53 

Enteritis,  etc.  ,, 

0-38 

0-53 

Phthisis  „ 

1-07 

0-94 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases,  per  1,000 

0-92 

1*5 

Respiratory  Diseases  „ 

2-92 

3-0 

Attached  are  the  various  Schedules  or  Forms  supplied  by  the  Local  Government 

Boa  rd. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  BENSON, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


The  Urban  District  Council,  Stanley. 
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STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


STANLEY, 

January  28th,  1905. 


